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WE HAVE THE POWER TO BUILD HEALTHY COMMUNITIES FOR THE NEXT GENERATION


Action Team Report – Environment
Month: May 2014	Submitted by: 	Cesar Campos_______
Brief Summary of the Action Team Meeting and Work (200 words or fewer)
Include any highlights/accomplishments, or challenges. 
	This month at the Environment Action Team meeting we met to discuss further actions, workshops, and strategies to further our goals. CRPE, LCJA, CCEJN, CRLA, CalWalks and others have continued to remain engaged with the work unfolding as part of the Kern COG.  CBA, CRPE, and Global Community Monitor remained engaged in data collection through the bucket brigade.  GCM, CBA, CCEJN and CRLA continued to push towards stronger regulations as a result of the Arvin Gas Pipeline Leak that is still affecting the community.  CWC, DHF and KEEN are continuing to work to provide clean water for a mobile home community in Arvin.  CalWalks Youth Leaders presented Video Voice mobile workshop to professional trainers from OTS, CHP, and others.  In general this month was  a powerful continuation of the work that we have been doing. 
Findings or needs related to Communications or Evaluation/Learning
													
	2014 Result
	Summary of Work and Progress
Include number new/total and details about progress of work

	Support twenty South Kern residents in monitoring local environment conditions and reporting on environmental hazards, (e.g., KEEN, Bucket Brigade).
	This month we received 4 new KEEN reports ranging from pesticides, groundwater contamination, etc.  We are currently working on all active KEEN reports and in South Kern continue the process to get clean drinking water for a mobile home community.  This month KEEN connected with CPUC about potentially using this network to find residents in Kern County that still rely heavily on diesel engines as a means of meeting their electricity needs.  

	Support twenty South Kern residents and partners in advocating for improved policies and enforcement at the county, regional and state level that will create a healthy environment.  
	Several member groups attended a City Council meeting in Arvin where the County as well as Petro Resources Capital gave an update of the situation with the Gas Leak.  CCEJN, GCM, CBA and CRPE advocated heavily for a system that maps all underground pipelines and also for the information collected by the company.  More work will come from this including measures to revise Kern County’s Emergency Operations Plan, and targeting DOGGR and SJVAPCD to place more stringent regulations on this type of pipelines. 

	Advocate at the local, county and state level for funding and implementation of at least 3 major water/sewer infrastructure improvements in South Kern.
	 We were pleased to see that the Clean-Up & Abatement Fund became available heavily due to the advocacy of CWC and CRLA.  CCEJN continues to be a part of the drought taskforce and is working alongside county officials to find a way to maximize resources for farmworking residents.  CRPE continues to support GWG in their efforts to switch greenfield to a sewer system. 

	Support residents and community partners in advocating for and implementing immediate drinking water solutions in at least 25 community settings such as schools or parks.
	CWC, DHF and KEEN are working on the process of applying for potable water in a mobile home park outside of Arvin.

	Support residents and decision-makers in local communities in implementing health-promoting land-use policies that have been created, (e.g., general and regional land-use plans).
	LCJA, CRPE, CRLA, CalWalks, CCEJN and residents of Arvin and Lamont all submitted comments to Kern COG’s RTP and SCS.  These groups continue to be engaged in this process.  As a result, Kern COG is adding jobs to SK to improve jobs/housing balance. LCJA and CCEJN also testified to the California Air Resources Board, asking the board to uphold principles of environmental justice as they review the KERN COG RTP. 


Please attach a copy of the meeting sign-in sheet.
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