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WE HAVE THE POWER TO BUILD HEALTHY COMMUNITIES FOR THE NEXT GENERATION


Action Team Report – Environment
Month: March		Submitted by: Veronica Garibay 
Brief Summary of the Action Team Meeting and Work (200 words or fewer)
Include any highlights/accomplishments, or challenges. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]		The Environment Action team held a summit on Saturday. March 1st in Arvin to inform residents and partners of ongoing activities. About 32 residents participate in the summit. Action team members presented on water quality, pesticide applications, KEEN, air quality, land use planning and community gardens. We will be conducting 10 follow up workshops on different campaigns to encourage and increase community resident engagement. 								
	2013 Result
	Summary of Work and Progress
Include number new/total and details about progress of work

	Increase reports of environmental hazards on the online reporting system KEEN by 25 percent. 
	KEEN Taskforce engaged in an all IVAN meeting in LA attended US and CA EPA to create performance standards to measure success of the project. Event helped solidify the support of state and federal agencies. 

	Enforce or correct at least 50 percent of environmental hazard reports made on KEEN.  
	Complaint filed with the Air District about dust and emissions coming from Covanta Power Plant in Delano. Company was found in violations and the Air District settled two fine for $3000 and $6000.

	Create an environmental education curriculum and toolkit for use in training residents.  
	Ongoing material development

	Identify priorities and provide recommendations for community infrastructure improvements.
	Ongoing – 10 follow up workshops will help solidify priorities. 
GWG was able to secure money and parks approval for a new shade structure in Stiern Park. 

	Plan and/or complete two major water infrastructure projects. 
	Lamont PUD submitted Plan B to regional water board. Waiting on regional water board comments and decisions. 
Working with schools to install filters for access to clean water. 

	Identify air quality issues using resident-gathered samples and use those to advocate for air quality rules to be enforced and strengthened.
	Air samples and monitoring continues with results showing that the air contaminants exceed healthy air standards at the CRRR facility. Results were submitted to board of supervisors to persuade their decision to redo the permit revocation. 

	Incorporate policies that support health into at least three local/regional plans for future development of our communities. 
	Working on a healthy retails store conversion with Arvin Market as a result of Health Element policies. 
Ongoing SB 375 implementation advocacy with Kern COG to ensure that benefits of smart growth reach BHC communities. Draft RTP/SCS will be released next week.
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