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WE HAVE THE POWER TO BUILD HEALTHY COMMUNITIES FOR THE NEXT GENERATION


Action Team Report – Environment
Month: 	November 			Submitted by: Veronica Garibay 
Brief Summary of the Action Team Meeting and Work (200 words or fewer)
Include any highlights/accomplishments, or challenges. 
		We worked on the proposed oil and gas changes to zoning ordinance. Kern BOS approved EIR. While we we are disappointed with outcome there is benefit in now having a lead agency responsible for permitting. It will allow us to hold Kern County accountable should anything go wrong. 											
													
													
													
Findings or needs related to Communications or Evaluation/Learning
													
	2014 Result
	Summary of Work and Progress
Include number new/total and details about progress of work

	Support twenty South Kern residents in monitoring local environment conditions and reporting on environmental hazards, (e.g., KEEN, Bucket Brigade).
	DOGGR is now participating in Keen Meetings. DA also wants to start joining in December to look at consumer, fraud and environment cases. 

	Support twenty South Kern residents and partners in advocating for improved policies and enforcement at the county, regional and state level that will create a healthy environment.  
	Residents, CCEJN and Global Community Monitoring will start taking air samples in Arvin in real time. Results will be sent to lab and we will use to shape advocacy. 

	Advocate at the local, county and state level for funding and implementation of at least 3 major water/sewer infrastructure improvements in South Kern.
	CRPE continues to work with residents on the Community Benefits Agreement with Recology. 

	Support residents and community partners in advocating for and implementing immediate drinking water solutions in at least 25 community settings such as schools or parks.
	CWC continues to work to implement short term solutions in various community spaces and to identify long term solutions. 

	Support residents and decision-makers in local communities in implementing health-promoting land-use policies that have been created, (e.g., general and regional land-use plans).
	CRPE supported residents by helping write letters for donation for Rexland soccer park. They are also working with Lamont leaders to secure a soccer park. 
Lamont Parent Partners, Leadership Counsel and CRPE worked with Kern County Roads to secure nearly 2 million for sidewalks in the community. We will continue this partnership until the project is complete and will look to identify other project ideas to implement good policies from the RTP/SCS for funding. 
EAT partners will also participate in the development of the region wide active transportation plan to ensure that needs of SK BHC residents are fully accounted for and prioritized for funding. 

Leadership Counsel has sent letters to Kern County, City of Arvin and Bakersfield reminding them of their duty to comply with SB 244 which calls for an analysis of drinking water needs, waste water needs, storm water and fire protection needs and identificating of financial mechanism to address needs. 

Leadership Counsel submitted comments to the City of Bakersfield Housing Element to ensure that affordable housing options are accessible to Greenfield residents. We will work with EAT to develop comments to the Kern County and Arvin plans based on community priorities. 

Leadership Counsel and CRPE have reached out to Kern County to establish partnership as Kern County prepares to update its General Plan. We will also develop and community engagement process to make sure community voices are leading the way. 


Please attach a copy of the meeting sign-in sheet.
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