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WE HAVE THE POWER TO BUILD HEALTHY COMMUNITIES FOR THE NEXT GENERATION


Action Team Report – Environment
Month:   May	  2015			Submitted by:  Gustavo Aguirre Jr. 
Brief Summary of the Action Team Meeting and Work (200 words or fewer)
Include any highlights/accomplishments, or challenges. 
	The Environment Action team in South Kern has general updates for the steering committee of BHC-SK. In the month of May the action team has supported South Kern residents in campaigns working with pesticides, community benefits agreement, Active Transportation Plans, researching funding opportunities for infrastructure upgrades, and working with local, regional and statewide government agenesis to seek support and accountability. The Environment Action team has also done extensive work in South Kern with individual community groups to provide technical and supportive assistance in all issues related to Environmental Justice. The action team works in conjunction with all the BHC-SK partner organizations that create the action team. The team has also been involved with numerous installations of water stations across South Kern to provide clean, filtered water at no cost. Along with all the current work that the team is currently doing, the team also continues to work into the future with searching for possibly funding streams to South Kern and looking for greater enforcement and participation from regulatory agencies at all levels.   
													
Findings or needs related to Communications or Evaluation/Learning
													
	2014 Result
	Summary of Work and Progress
Include number new/total and details about progress of work

	Support twenty South Kern residents in monitoring local environment conditions and reporting on environmental hazards, (e.g., KEEN, Bucket Brigade).
	The action team has supported residents in South Kern to monitor and report any environmental justice hazards by reaching out to them in all BHC meetings and events. The action team has made the residents aware of projects such as KEEN where they can report any possible hazard and follow up. In South Kern, partner organizations also regularly attend organized community meetings to assist and provide and direction and support.   

	Support twenty South Kern residents and partners in advocating for improved policies and enforcement at the county, regional and state level that will create a healthy environment.  
	The action team has attended and participated in local government meetings and workshops in South Kern to discuss and work on policies such as Active Transportation, Community Benefits Agreements with local businesses and requesting accountability from local and state wide agencies through monthly task force meetings held by partner organizations. 

	Advocate at the local, county and state level for funding and implementation of at least 3 major water/sewer infrastructure improvements in South Kern.
	The action team works very close with organized community groups to seek and apply for funds to add or replace clean water wells and clean-up sites in South Kern. Projects such as looking for funding through the states Clean-up and Abatement fund and EPA’s led Brown and Bryant super fund site are some of the work the team has been actively engaged in. The action team has also collaborates with EPA and SKEO Solutions (independent contractor) to address and work towards fixing Arvin’s water problems and working towards independent testing of Lamont PUD’s Plan B analysis.    

	Support residents and community partners in advocating for and implementing immediate drinking water solutions in at least 25 community settings such as schools or parks.
	The action team along with partner organizations as lead in this project, have up to date, installed 13 different filtered water stations all across South Kern and will continue to do so. These efforts and some of the work that has been successful in South Kern to provide safe and affordable drinking water on an interim lever helps while working to map long term solutions. Installation of these water stations includes public parks and public schools.     

	Support residents and decision-makers in local communities in implementing health-promoting land-use policies that have been created, (e.g., general and regional land-use plans).
	The action team has been working with local and statewide policy and decision makers to ensure the voices of South Kern community members are heard and considered. Partners in the action team have been at the fore front of leadership and accountability to make sure healthy land use and regional transportation plans benefits all communities, especially the ones in South Kern.   


Please attach a copy of the meeting sign-in sheet.
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