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WE HAVE THE POWER TO BUILD HEALTHY COMMUNITIES FOR THE NEXT GENERATION


Action Team Report – Environment
Month: 	April 2015			Submitted by: Veronica Garibay	
Brief Summary of the Action Team Meeting and Work (200 words or fewer)
Include any highlights/accomplishments, or challenges. 
		We are working closely with the County to apply for a grant that if is successful will bring a million dollar investment to Lamont in the form of sidewalks. We are all working closely with Lamont Parent Partners to garner community support for the project. 											
													
													
													
Findings or needs related to Communications or Evaluation/Learning
													
	2014 Result
	Summary of Work and Progress
Include number new/total and details about progress of work

	Support twenty South Kern residents in monitoring local environment conditions and reporting on environmental hazards, (e.g., KEEN, Bucket Brigade).
	KEEN held its regularly scheduled meeting April 7th, where staff/inspectors of EPA Region 9 presented a webinar talking about “ECHO”, Enforcement Compliance History Online, where community partners and leaders have access to past enforcement and compliance actions against facilities near them. KEEN also participated in a Environmental Justice forum at Cal State Bakersfield-CSUB to talk about issues our communities are facing, especially communities who live and work around oil operations such as Fracking.  Cesar and Gus have also been working with community members who were evacuated due to a gas pipeline leak by collecting and monitoring health symptoms. CCEJN/KEEN has been collecting pollution logs from Arvin residents to monitor and record any health symptoms and pollution problems.   


	Support twenty South Kern residents and partners in advocating for improved policies and enforcement at the county, regional and state level that will create a healthy environment.  
	Two Lamont residents accompanied CRPE to a DPR workshop regarding fumigant notification.  The two members of the Lamont parent group spoke to the DPR director about the importance of notification of fumigants around their children's schools and in Lamont.  CRPE is meeting regularly with the Lamont parent group about the goals of the pesticide work.
CRPE is continuing working with the LPP(Lamont Parent Partners) to apply pressure to the LPUD so that they can collaborate with SKEO Solutions in hopes of bettering their Plan B. They are also applying pressure to the LPUD so that they can perform an audit of the board and the expenses.
LPP is continuing their partnership with CBA in hopes of getting the community benefit agreement signed by the 20th of May. Ecology has agreed to look over a community project that CBA, LPP, BHC and EAT partners.

CRPE will host a community meeting around climate change effects on May 11th at the Delano office 6pm.



	Advocate at the local, county and state level for funding and implementation of at least 3 major water/sewer infrastructure improvements in South Kern.
	Community Water Center has also been actively attending Arvin Community Services District and Lamont Public Utilities District meetings to inform the boards of strategic opportunities and updates. We also regularly attended weekly community group meetings such as Committee for a Better and Lamont Parents Group. We’ll also be hosting a community discussion revolving around impacts of the drought, Agua4All, and other topics in Arvin soon as well.

Leadership Counsel and CWC are also working at the state level to make sure funding for drinking water and wastewater reaches our communities, particularly revenues from Prop. 1. 




	Support residents and community partners in advocating for and implementing immediate drinking water solutions in at least 25 community settings such as schools or parks.
	CWC started the month off with the first installation of the Arvin Union School District POU filter project at Sierra Vista Elementary School. We are currently finalizing task order forms to proceed on the installing of the rest of arsenic filters in the AUSD. We also participated at the FIELD’s Easter Celebration. There we had a booth and educated community residents on the water issues in Arvin and had an interactive activity for the children. We successfully outreached to over 120 people and gave out 80 free Nalgene Agua4All water bottles. Community Water Center also reached out to people through various media outlets. In April, a reporter from Al Jazeera America ran a story on the Agua4All/Arvin POU projects; additionally, the local news station, KGET-23, ran a story and interviewed our very own Gerardo Tinoco regarding the arsenic problem in Arvin. We’ve also been working in the communities of Lamont, Southeast Bakersfield/Greenfield and Weedpatch. We’ve successfully installed seven new water bottle filling stations in the Vineland School District, three at Lamont Park, two at Rexland Park and one at the Lamont Boys & Girls Club and are currently working to secure the task orders at the Lamont School District and more fountains at Vineland and Lamont Boys and Girls Club.


	Support residents and decision-makers in local communities in implementing health-promoting land-use policies that have been created, (e.g., general and regional land-use plans).
	Leadership Counsel has been working closely with Kern County to submit an application for ATP funding for Lamont that if awarded would construct 4 miles of sidewalk in the community. We are also working with Kern COG to prepare another application for a county wide ATP plan that will assess the needs of all unincorporated communities in Kern County.

Leadership Counsel is closely following Housing Element updates in Arvin, Bakersfield (to the extent that it impacts Greenfield) and Kern County to ensure that housing opportunities are created for BHC communities. As part of this we are also tracking SB 244 implementation to see how the cities and county (for BHC communities) comply with requirements to assess and identify financing mechanisms to address deficiencies in water quality, wastewater, storm water and fire protection services. 

Leadership Counsel and CRPE are kicking off work in Kern County that will look at climate change and its effects on low income communities. Part of this work will include assessing land use and transportation decision making processes to create healthier and more sustainable communities. 


Please attach a copy of the meeting sign-in sheet.
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